And Antiochus Epiphanes reigned
over many kingdoms and Judea
was among them and he was an
exceeding great king.
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In those days came there forth out
of Israel, transgressors of the law
and persuaded many saying:
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“Let us go and make a covenant
with the Gentiles that are round
about us, for since we were parted
from them many evils have
befallen us”,
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And the saying was good 1n their
eyes. And certain of the people
were forward herein and went to
the king, and he gave them license
to do after the ordinances of the
Gentiles.
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And they built a place of exercise
in Jerusalem according to the laws
of the Gentiles; and they made
themselves uncircumcised, and
forsook the holy covenant, and
joined themselves to the Gentiles
and sold themselves to do evil.
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And Antiochus, after that he had
smitten Egypt, returned in the
hundred and forty and third year,
and went up against Israel and
Jerusalem with a great multitude,
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and entered presumptuously into
the sanctuary and took the golden
altar, and the candle-stick of the
light, and all that pertained thereto,
and the table of the shewbread and
all its vessels, and the adorning of
gold which was on the face of the
temple, and he scaled 1t all off.
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And he made a great slaughter and
spoke very presumptuously.
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And there came great mourning
upon Israel, in every place where
they were.
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And the rulers and elders groaned,
the virgins and young men were
made feeble, and the beauty of the
women was changed.
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Every bridegroom took up
lamentation, she that sat in the
marriage chamber was in
heaviness.
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And the land was moved for the
inhabitants thereof, and all the
house of Jacob was clothed with
shame.
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And king Antiochus wrote to his
whole kingdom that all should be
one people, and that each should
forsake his own laws.
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And the king sent letters by the
hand of messengers unto Jerusale
and the cities of Judea that they

should follow laws strange to the
land.
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They should profane the sabbaths
and feasts, and should leave their
sons uncircumcised, that they
should make their souls
abominable with all manner of
uncleanness and profanation.
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And whosoever shall not do

according to the word of the king,
he shall die.
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And from the people were gathered
together unto them many, everyone
that had forsaken the law, and they
did evil things in the land. And
they made Israel to hide

themselves 1n every place of refuge
which they had.
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And on the fifteenth day of
Chislev, in the hundred and forty
and fifth year, they builded an
abomination of desolation upon the
altar, and 1n the cities of Judea on
every side they builded i1dol altars.
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And at the doors of the houses, and
in the streets they burned incense.
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their babes about their necks and
destroyed their houses, and them
that had circumcised them.
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And many 1in Israel were fully
resolved and confirmed in
themselves not to eat unclean
things.
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And they chose to die that they
might not be defiled with the
meats, and that they might not

profane the holy covenant; and
they died.
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In those days rose up Mattathias,
the son of John, the son of Simeon,
a priest of the sons of Joarib from
Jerusalem; and he dwelt at Modin.
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And he had five sons,
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John who was surnamed Gaddis;
Simon who was called Thassi;
Judas, who was called
Maccabaeus; Eleazar, who was
called Avaron; Jonathan who was
called Apphus.
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And he saw the blasphemies that
were committed in Judah and 1n
Jerusalem, and he said:
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“Woe unto me! Wherefore was I
born to see the destruction of my
people and the destruction of the
holy city, and to dwell there, when
it was given into the hand of the
enemy.
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And, behold, our holy things and
our beauty and our glory are laid
waste, and the Gentiles have
profaned them”.
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And Mattathias and his sons rent
their clothes, and put on sackcloth,
and mourned exceedingly.
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And the king’s officers that were
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enforcing the apostasy, came into 7 07NN Qv NR avah vy | 8
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men of Judea, and that remain in
Jerusalem”™.
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And Mattathias answered and said
with a loud voice:

SANR P DR IPNNA KW

12

“If all the nations that are in the
house of the king’s dominion
hearken unto him, to fall away
each one from the worship of his
fathers, and have made choice to
follow his commandments,
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yet will I and my sons and my
brethren walk in the covenant of
my fathers.
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Heaven forbid that we should
forsake the law and the ordinances.
We will not hearken to the king’s
words, to go aside from our

worship on the right hand or on the
left”.
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And when he had left speaking
these words, there came a Jew in
the sight of all to sacrifice on the
altar which was at Modin
according to the king’s
commandment.
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And Mattathias saw it and his zeal
was kindled, and his reins
trembled, and he shewed forth his
wrath according to judgement, and
ran and slew him upon the altar.
And the king’s officer, who
compelled men to sacrifice, he
killed at that time, and pulled down
the altar.
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And he was zealous for the law,
even as Phineas did unto Zimri the
son of Salu. And Mattathias cried
out in the city with a loud voice,
saying:
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“Whosoever 1s zealous for the law
and maintaineth the covenant, let
him come forth after me!”.
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And he and his sons fled unto the
mountains. Then many that sought
after justice and judgement went
down into the wilderness,
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to dwell there, they, and their sons
and their wives; because evils were
multiplied upon them.
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And it was told the king’s officers,
and the forces that were in
Jerusalem, the city of David, that
certain men, who had broken the
king’s commandments, were gone
down into the secret places in the
wilderness; and many pursued
after them, and having overtaken
them,
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they encamped against them, and
set the battle in array against them
on the sabbath day. And they said
unto them, thus far:
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“Come forth and do according to
the word of the king, and ye shall
live”.
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And they said: “We will not come
forth, neither will we do the word
of the king to profane the sabbath
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day”.
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And they hasted to give them
battle. And they answered them
not, neither cast they a stone at
them, nor stopped up the secret
places,
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saying: “Let us die all in our
innocence: heaven and earth
witness over us that ye put us to
death without trial”.
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And they rose up against them in
battle on the sabbath, and they
died, they, and their wives and
their children, and their cattle, to
the number of a thousand souls.
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And Mattathias and his friends
knew it, and they mourned over
them exceedingly. And they took
counsel on that day, saying:
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“Whosoever shall come against us
to battle on the sabbath day, let us
fight against him, and we shall in
no wise all die, as our brethren
died in the secret places™.
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Then were gathered together unto
them a company of Chasidim,
mighty men of Israel, every one
that offered himself willingly for
the law.
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And they mustered a host and
smote sinners in their anger and
lawless men in the wrath; and the
rest fled to the Gentiles for safety.
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And Mattathias and his friends
went round about and pulled down
the altars; and they circumcised by
force the children that were
uncircumcised.
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And the work prospered in their
hands.

779 7°2 1977 272 ORI 9N
:07°D77 NN

34

And the days of Mattathias drew
near that he should die, and he said
unto his sons:
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“Now, have pride and rebuke
gotten strength, and a season of
overthrow and wrath of
indignation.
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And now, my children, be ye
zealous for the law, and give your
life for the covenant of your
fathers.

1-PHR NN IRIPY 12 IR 199
-POR N°72 HY 03°502 DOWHI MW
bt

37

And call to remembrance the deeds
of our fathers, which they did in
their generations; and receive great
glory and an everlasting name.
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And, ye, my children, be strong,
and shew yourselves men in behalf
of the law; for therein shall ye
obtain glory.
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And, behold, Simon, your brother,
I know that he is a man of counsel;
give ear unto him always; he shall
be a father unto you.
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And Judas Maccabaeus, he hath
been strong and mighty from his
youth, he shall be your captain,

and shall fight the battle of the
people”.
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And he blessed them and was
gathered to his fathers. And his
sons buried him in the sepulchers
of his fathers in Modin, and all
Isracl made great lamentation for
him.
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And his son Judas, who was called
Maccabaeus, rose up in his stead.
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And all his brethren helped him,

and so did all they that clave unto
his father, and they fought with
gladness the battle of Israel.
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And he got his people great glory,
and put on a breastplate as a giant,
and girt his warlike harness about
him, and set battles in array,
protecting the army with his
sword.
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And he was like a lion in his deeds,
and as a lion’s whelp roaring for

prey.
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And he pursued the lawless,
seeking them out, and he burnt up
those that troubled his people.
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And he went about among the
cities of Judea, and destroyed the
ungodly out of the land,
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and turned away wrath from Israel.
And he was renowned unto the
utmost part of the earth, and he
gathered together such as were
ready to perish.
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And Apollonius gathered the
Gentiles together, and a great host
from Samaria, to fight against
Israel.
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And Judas perceived it, and he
went forth to meet him and smote
him, and slew him; and many fell

wounded to death, and the rest
fled.
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And Seron, the commander of the
host of Syria, heard say that Judas
had gathered a gathering and a
congregation of faithful men with
him.
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And he made ready his chariot, and

there went up with him also a
mighty army of the ungodly to
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eight hundred men; but the residue

fled into the land of the Philistines.
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And the fear of Judas and his
brethren and the dread of them,
began to fall upon the nations
round about. And it came to pass,
when Antiochus heard that the
Jews had gathered themselves
together to stand for their lives,
that his wrath was kindled;
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and he gave mto the hand of Lysias
a great army, and chariots and
horsemen. And he commanded him
to destroy and exterminate all the
seed of Israel, and to divide its
land unto the Gentiles.
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And Judas smote the captains of
the host which Lysias sent against
him; and the spirit of the Jews was
enkindled, and they increased in
courage and they fought boldly,
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and they destroyed the army of
Lysias. And Israel had a great
deliverance that day. And in the
next year Lysias gathered together
three-score thousand chosen foot-
men, and five thousand horse, and
Judas went forth against him, and
smote him and discomfited him.
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Then Judas and his brethren said:
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“Behold, our enemies are
discomfited; let us get up to
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Mount Zion.
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And they saw the sanctuary laid
desolate, and the altar profaned,
and the gates burned up, and
shrubs growing in the courts, as in
a forest, and the priests’ chambers
pulled down;
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and they rent their clothes, and
made great lamentation,
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and put ashes upon their heads, and
fell on their faces to the ground,
and blew with the solemn
trumpets, and cried toward heaven.
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And Judas chose blameless priests,
such as had pleasure in the law;
and they cleansed the holy place
and all 1ts vessels,
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and they pulled down the altar
which the Greeks had profaned
with their abominations, and they
built a new altar after the fashion
of the former.
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And they searched for pure olive
oil to light the candle-stick, and
they found but one flask which
was sealed with the seal of the
High Priest; and they knew, then,
that the o1l was clean. And there
was in the flask oil that would
suffice only for one day’s lights.
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And the God of heaven, whose
glory dwelt within the temple, sent
down his blessing, and the olive oil
burned for eight days.
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And they rose up early in the
morning, of the five and twentieth
day of the ninth month, which 1s
the month Chislev, in the hundred
and forty and eighth year, and they
offered sacrifice according to the
law on the new altar of burnt
offerings which they had made.
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At what time and on what day the
Gentiles had profaned it, even on
that day was it dedicated afresh,
with song and harps, and lutes, and
with cymbals.
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And all the people fell upon their
faces, and worshipped, and gave
praise unto heaven, which had
given them good success. And they
kept the dedication of the altar
eight days, and offered burnt
offerings with gladness, and
sacrificed a sacrifice of deliverance
and praises. And they lit candles 1n
all the houses, and all the
windows, and 1n all the streets of
the city.
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And Judas and his brethren, and
the whole congregation of Israel,
ordained that the days of the
dedication of the altar should be
kept in their seasons from year to
year by the space of eight days,
from the five and twentieth day of
the month of Chislev, with
gladness and joy, and to kindle
lights 1n all the houses.
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